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Speech: Amy Goodman; Marin Peace and Justice Coalition. 
Location: Dominican University, San Rafael, CA

Date: September 17, 2006

Re: Media Action Marin; Comcast; Community Media Center
Every day Amy, I am impressed at the quality and consistency of your work, we all look forward to your show – Ten years holding truth to power! Congratualtions on your anniversary. And now you are on, what, an 80-city tour? Amazing! 
Now, Amy can maintain that pace around the country because she broadcasts remotely from many of the community media centers around the country. Her broadcast isn’t tethered to Democracy Now’s NYC headquarters. Its wireless. 
What about Marin? Can’t Amy broadcast from here? Well, has anyone here been to our public access facility? 
Show of hands!
It’s down on Anderson Drive across from a lumber yard. Middle of nowhere. Convenient for Comcast – huge parking lot for all their repair trucks. Not so convenient for youth, elderly, poor and disabled – all those segments of society that stand to benefit most from the facility. 
Why is that?
Who is Media Action Marin (MAM), and why should you care? 
To answer, let me first ask you this. Please clap for the following:
· How many of you listen to Democracy Now! on KPFA? Come on now, clap louder so the KPFA audience can hear you.
· How many watch DN on CH26 here in Marin? Mon-Fri 0900am CH26.

Who is MAM? They are the reason you can watch it on our own access channel. Media Action Marin spent over 2 years getting DN! onto CH26. And thanks to Amy, although she might not know it, something even more astounding happened over these 2 years. Only a handful people know the backstory….which I covered in my upcoming book, BE THE MEDIA, due out later this year. Here’s a look:
I met the folks from Media Action Marin on April 17, 2004 at Book Passage. Amy and David Goodman were promoting their new book, “The Exception to the Rulers.” MAM was gathering signatures to get the MTA to get Comcast to air Democracy Now! on Marin CH26. It airs on over 350 community access TV stations. Now, why would you need signatures to get a non-commercial program onto a non-commercial channel? Let alone Marin’s supposedly “public” channel?
Most MTA members (the Joint Powers Authority representing most towns in Marin and the County) never heard of Democracy Now! They made MAM go through numerous hoops. Steve Fein surveyed nearby public access stations and discovered that most carried Democracy Now!, and it was one of the most popular programs. Steve created a spreadsheet of DN! carriage, all of which were satellite. The MTA wanted Steve to have a videotape FedEx’d to him, and then have him deliver it daily to CH26! It’s a daily news show – by the time Steve follows this process, the news will be three days stale! 
Months later, on November 10 2004, Democracy Now! was still unavailable on CH26. The satellite provider, Echo Star, refused to deliver the program and the distributor, Free Speech TV, said it could not sign an affiliate agreement because Comcast was broadcasting commercial content over CH26 against PEG regulations, and in violation of the terms of Marin’s local franchise agreement. 
Few realized that:

· Comcast was pushing infomercials and commercial content onto CH26, corrupting it and making it unavailable for non-commercial programming.

· Comcast violated the franchise agreement regarding community programming.

Concurrently, the MTA consultant’s report criticized Comcast for numerous violations of our franchise agreement, specifically regarding community programming. 

On August 1, 2005, after battling for ALMOST 2 YEARS, Democracy Now! started broadcasting on CH26, Monday-Friday at 9am. And it is brought to you by the people of Media Action Marin – a MAM member sponsors each one of the show’s daily time slots. It’s the most watched program on CH26. 
But here is the REAL KICKER TO THE STORY: because after all, it shouldn’t take 2 years to get a program onto our town’s own channel! On May 16, 2006 - after six long years of negotiations, Marin’s new 10-year cable franchise agreement includes a provision for a Community Media Center and $3 million for PEG! Media Action Marin’s advocacy helped us get a non-profit, independently-run Community Media Center with a locally elected Board of Directors to run Marin’s Public, Education and Government channels. That means WE get to decide what to air on our channels, not Comcast. 
The experience with Democracy Now! carriage improved Marin’s negotiating position versus Comcast, because it exposed Comcast’s repeated violations.
Now back to Anderson Drive – the public access facility is right now in an industrial district over on Anderson Drive, across from a lumber yard. This facility should be on 4th street in San Rafael, someplace accessible for seniors and youth and the disabled. Some place close to bus and bike routes. It should a top-notch facility!

It should be right here at Dominican University, so we can staff it with students and faculty and volunteers. Or the College of Marin (sshhh). 
Let’s vote right now, ok? 

By applause, how many people want to see the Community Media Center hosted here at Dominican University? 
How many want to see it hosted at the College of Marin? 
At Comcast? OK that’s not fair - home field advantage!
So thanks again Amy – your event at Book Passage 2 years ago galvanized the Marin community, helped get your program, Democracy Now! on the air, and also helped us get a community media center for Marin. 
Hopefully by your next book tour, Marin may be able to host you and your show at our own, locally owned and operated, non-profit Marin Community Media Center. 

OK So here’s what I came up here to do:

1. Please help Media Action Marin. We have a table in the back. Web site is www.mediaactionmarin.org.

a. Media Action Marin is now gearing up to vet a locally elected Board of Directors for the CMC. It must be representative of the Marin community – youth, minorities, ethnic and linguistic groups, seniors and the disabled. 

b. We will be holding classes to educate local leaders and all of you on public access, in conjunction with Book Passage. 

c. Sign our Comment to the FCC on Media Ownership at our table. 

Highlights:
Just a Few Corporations Control The Media – Ownership Matters

Over the last twenty years, corporate ownership concentration has led to steep declines in female, minority and local ownership opportunities and the homogenization of content in radio, television and newspapers. 

In truth, just a few corporations control most of what Americans see, hear and read. 

Communication is a Fundamental Human Right
Everyone has the right to communicate, not just those with the loudest microphones, the most expensive studio or the widest distribution network. 
2. Introduce Kim Spencer, President of LinkTV
