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Wiley Rein & Felding LLP

Attn: Dorann Bunkin

1776 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006

Tel: 202 719-7231

November 15, 2005

I hereby submit this Informal Objection to the Application for Renewal of the radio license for KNEW-910AM, an Oakland, California radio station licensed to AMFM Broadcasting Licenses, LLC. As you are aware, Section 309(k)(1) of the Federal Communications Act allows the FCC to grant a license renewal application if :

“(A) the station has served the public interest, convenience and necessity; (B) there have been no serious violations by the licensee of this Act or the rules and regulations of the Commission; and (C) there have been no other violations by the licensee of this Act or the rules and regulations of the Commission which, taken together, would constitute a pattern of abuse.” 

Clear Channel’s KNEW-910AM does not serve the public interest in our community. KNEW has shown a willful disregard for its audience. There is a clear pattern of abuse of the public trust at KNEW, as can be seen from a prior ‘Informal Objection’ and the formal ‘Petition to Deny’ by Media Alliance and the Youth Media Council (submitted to the FCC 11/1/05). 
Recently, KNEW host Bill O'Reilly declared on the November 8 broadcast of his nationally syndicated radio show Fox News' The Radio Factor with Bill O'Reilly: 

O'REILLY: Hey, you know, if you want to ban military recruiting, fine, but I'm not going to give you another nickel of federal money. You know, if I'm the president of the United States, I walk right in to uh Union Square, I set up my little presidential podium, and I say, "Listen, citizens of San Francisco, if you vote against military recruiting, you're not going to get another nickel in federal funds. Fine. You want to be your own country? Go right ahead." 

“And if Al Qaeda comes in here and blows you up, we're not going to do anything about it. We're going to say, look, every other place in America is off limits to you, except San Francisco. You want to blow up the Coit Tower? Go ahead.”
I fail to see where O’Reilly’s comments serve the people of San Francisco. First, O’Reilly condones a terrorist attack on San Francisco (also known as “treason”). Then, to add insult to injury, O’Reilly specifically points the terrorists to a memorial - the hose-shaped Coit Tower is dedicated to our brave firefighters.
Many people, including Mayor Gavin Newsome complained about O’Reilly’s comment:

· Juliette Goodrich, a reporter for CBS-5, said that Bill O’Reilly’s comments were “basically giving the OK to Al Qaeda to target the Coit Tower.”  

· Board of Supervisors member Aaron Peskin, whose district includes Coit Tower, said ‘It sounds like he’s on the same medication Rush Limbaugh is addicted to, and he should go see a therapist.’ 
· San Francisco supervisor Chris Daly called for O'Reilly to be fired. “For an anchor on a major station, Fox News, to be saying those kinds of things, it's just not OK. It was just over the top. Coit Tower is a monument to San Francisco's firefighters. They put out the fires in San Francisco after the great quake. American heroes -- they were there on Sept. 11 and now you want al-Qaeda to blow up Coit Tower? Give us a break. You are out of line."
· John Hanley, president of the San Francisco Firefighters Union Local 798 said “I've got guys fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan. I'm a veteran myself. What's he talking about? Coit Tower is a monument to the bravery of the men and women of the San Francisco Fire Department. When Bill O'Reilly makes an attack on Coit Tower, he's attacking us and our bravery. Mr. O'Reilly, maybe we should bring you into some of our burning buildings and see how brave you are." 

I respectfully request that the FCC reject KNEW-910AM’s license renewal application based on the licensee’s abuse of the public trust. Radio station broadcast licensees have a responsibility to the communities that they represent. 

This testimony, taken together with the previous ‘Informal Objection’ and the ‘Petition to Deny,’ prove that there is a clear and consistent pattern of abuse of the public trust at KNEW910-AM and Clear Channel Communications. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Respectfully,
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