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Federal Communications Commission

Office of the Secretary

445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

ATTN: Audio Division, License Renewal Processing Team - Mail Stop 1800B

October 31, 2005

To The Office of the Secretary,

I hereby submit this Informal Objection to the Application for Renewal of the radio license for KNEW-910AM, an Oakland, California radio station licensed to AMFM Broadcasting Licenses, LLC. As you are aware, Section 309(k)(1) of the Federal Communications Act allows the FCC to grant a license renewal application if :

“(A) the station has served the public interest, convenience and necessity; (B) there have been no serious violations by the licensee of this Act or the rules and regulations of the Commission; and (C) there have been no other violations by the licensee of this Act or the rules and regulations of the Commission which, taken together, would constitute a pattern of abuse.” 

“Inquiry concerning an Applicant’s fitness for renewal includes examination into an Applicant’s ‘character,’ as well as financial, technical, and other qualifications of the applicant.” 47 USC § 308(b) 
“Misconduct which violates the Communications Act or a Commission rule or policy” is among the considered when evaluating a licensee’s character. Policy Re: Character Qualifications. 102 FCC 2d at 1109-91: Contemporary Media Inc vs FCC. 214 F.3d 187. 192 (DC Dir 2000), cert.denied 532 US 920 (2001).

The evidence presented in this Informal Objection will demonstrate that Clear Channel’s KNEW-910AM does not serve the public interest, convenience and necessity, that it has violated the Federal Communications Act, and, taken with evidence from a ‘Petition to Deny’ submitted by Media Alliance and the Youth Media Council, proves that, taken together, KNEW’s actions constitute a pattern of abuse.

Further, the actions of Michael Weiner, host of the program “The Savage Nation,” has exhibited a lack of the character traits of morality, honesty, truthfulness and reliability, and is therefore unfit to serve as a representative of a broadcast licensee. KNEW, Michael Weiner and Clear Channel have shown a willful disregard for its listening audience, and they have failed to operate the station in a manner that serves the public interest in the communities they purport to represent. 
In support of my objection, I would like to bring the following facts and examples to the Commission’s attention. Attached you will find recordings of broadcasts of Michael Weiner’s The Savage Nation, including his ‘coverage’ of the 2004 US Presidential and US Vice Presidential debates. Transcripts are provided in Appendix A. The recordings and transcripts can also be found on the web at http://www.bethemedia.org. 

I do not subscribe to cable TV, so I intended to watch the 2004 US Presidential debates on CSPAN via the Internet. Unfortunately, CSPAN’s servers were overloaded and it was impossible to connect. Since the hills of Marin County, California make it difficult to get FM reception, I was forced to listen to the debates on AM radio. The only AM station playing the debate with decent reception in my area was KNEW-910AM.
On Monday, September 27, 2004, the host Michael Weiner was made aware of the importance of his broadcast coverage. He was told by a caller from Florida that “there will probably be hundreds of thousands who’ll be listening on the radio,” due to the fact that about a million Floridians were without electricity due to the recent hurricanes. On Wednesday, September 29, 2004, Mr. Weiner promised on two occasions during his broadcast that he would not interrupt the debaters. To demonstrate that he knew the importance of not interrupting, he said that he would run the debate ad-free. On the day of the debate, Thursday, September 30, 2004, Mr. Weiner for the third time promised not to talk over the President or over John Kerry. He also re-emphasized that KNEW would air the debate ad-free. 
However, when the first US Presidential debate aired during his show, Mr. Weiner screamed so loudly and violently over the candidates that it was impossible to hear their voices, making the important broadcast un-listenable. For example, Mr. Weiner screamed the following comments over John Kerry’s response to a question from moderator Jim Lehrer, rendering Kerry’s response inaudible:

Kerry: Tell me, that when the most troops any other country has on the ground is Great Britain with 8,300, and below that the four others are below 4,000, and below that there isn’t anybody out of the hundreds, that we have a genuine coalition to get this job done.

Weiner: So get your buddies in France to send 100,000 of those degenerate Frenchmen. Since you’re such a big shot with your coalition, and your UN bums. Get your German socialists to send 10,000, they’re your dear friends. This is a bash-Bush debate, Lehrer should be arrested for this. Somebody set Bush up for this, by letting Lehrer be the moderator. Look within the Republican party for the Judas. And your phony UN buddies won’t lift a finger, those corrupt oil-for-food bums. Well what about your UN buddies, what about your friends in your coalition? Where’s Kofi-cup Annan? Call on your French buddies, those corrupt frogs. Call on the Krauts to help ya…

After the debate, on his Tuesday October 5, 2004 show, Mr. Weiner knew that his coverage of the US Presidential debate caused some problems for his local syndicated affiliate stations. He stated that some local affiliates chose to cut away from his broadcast, saying “Some of the local stations have the guts to carry it, some a them do not.” Later in the same broadcast, Mr. Weiner said “Most stations will carry it, some will break away to network coverage - they’re fra frankly afraid of my coverage I guess, I don’t know why.”
Yet during the US Vice Presidential debate that evening, Mr. Weiner again spoke over the candidates, making the important broadcast inaudible. For example:

Edwards: And what did the administration decide to do? They outsourced the capture of Osama Bin Laden to local Afghan warlords.…

Weiner: (screaming over the top of Senator Edwards) But isn’t that a multilateral approach, uh John? Isn’t that what you called for, sharing? Not a unilateral approach? Which way is it John, you want a unilateral or a multilateral approach to the war? John? Why, they tell us the truth, blinky? When has the world told us the truth, you moron? To who? Who? The frogs and the Krauts? United Nations? My knee. Yeah, because we gotta appease the frogs, and the French really are important. Because guys like you have undermined the war effort from the beginning in order to get elected, you’re a demagogue. Defensive, the kid’s on the defensive. He’s trying to sell himself to Gwen Landfill, instead of to the American people. He thinks she’s a juror. Look at his eyes, the blinking eyes. Baby-face Nelson. 

Later that month, Mr. Weiner screamed over the voices of the candidates during his ‘coverage’ of the two remaining US Presidential debates. 
The most important component of a democracy is voting and the voting process. The most important responsibility that a broadcast licensee has to its community is to present the views of electoral candidates in a fair, neutral and unbiased manner. There is no more important civic broadcast event than the coverage of the US Presidential and Vice Presidential debates. This was especially true in 2004, the most hotly contested Presidential election in recent history. To do otherwise is to practice censorship, which in this case was prologue to a farce, tragedy or perhaps both…. 
In 1822, James Madison wrote: 

‘A popular Government without popular information or the means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both.  Knowledge will forever govern ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power knowledge gives.’

In 1960, the Supreme Court noted in the case of Red Lion Broadcasting, 395 US 367, 390:

“The people as a whole retain their interest in free speech by radio and their collective right to have the medium function consistently with the ends and purposes of the First Amendment. It is the right of the viewers and listeners, not the right of the broadcasters, which is paramount.  … It is the purpose of the First Amendment to preserve an uninhibited marketplace of ideas in which truth will ultimately prevail, rather that to countenance monopolization of that market, whether it be by the Government itself or a private licensee.” 

And 1984 in FCC vs League of Women Voters, 468 US 364, 380. 104 S.Ct. 3106, 3116, 82 L.Ed.2d 278:
“[T]he thrust of [broadcast] restrictions has generally been to secure the public’s first amendment interest in receiving a balanced presentation of views on diverse matters of public concern.”
According to the FCC’s Policy Re: Character Qualifications, 102 FCC sd at 1195, KNEW-910AM, Michael Weiner, AMFM Broadcast Licenses and Clear Channel clearly 
“lack the character traits of ‘truthfulness’ and ‘reliability’ that [the Commission] found relevant to the qualifications to operate a broadcast station in accordance with the requirements of the Communications Act and of [Commission] rules and policies.” 
Therefore I respectfully request that the Federal Communications Commission reject KNEW-910AM’s license renewal application based on the licensee’s lack of truthfulness, honesty, reliability and its documented failures to broadcast in the public interest. 
Thank you very much.
Sincerely,

David Mathison
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